FRIENDS OF THE LI BRARY

OF THE BELEN PUBLIC LIBRARY

ANNUAL MEETING

Sunday, March 30, 2:00 pm

In the new Belen Library’slLecture Hall
333 Becker &., Belen, NM 87002

FEA TURED SPEAKER
MARC SMMONS

Marc Smmonsisan independent scholarand
authorwho haspublished 45 bookson New
Mexico history. Among them are the titlesin
his prize-winning Children of the West series,
each one relating the true story of a heroic
youngster on the frontier. Hisfourth grade
social studiesbook, New Mexico!, wasfirst
published in 1984 and hasbeen through
several editions.

Smmonsswriting, research, and lecturing
have focused on Sanish colonial New
Mexico, the Santa Fe Trail, and the life and
timesof Kit Carson. Another of hisspecial
interestsisBE Camino Real.

Early in hiscareer, he worked asa horseshoer
and apprenticed with noted blacksmith Frank
Turley of Santa Fe. Togetherthey published
the sstandard Southwestern Colonial ronwork:
the Sanish Blacksmithing Tradition.

For 35 yearsSmmonshaswritten a weekly
history column that hasappeared in various
regional newspapers. In 1993 King Juan
Carlosof Spain admitted him to the knightly
Orderof Isabella Catdlica for hiscontributions
to Y anish colonial history.

Fee and open to the public. Refreshments provided.

http://www.belenfriends.org



