
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
OF THE BELEN PUBLIC LIBRARY

ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, Marc h 30, 2:00 pm

In the new Belen Lib ra ry’ s Lec ture Ha ll
333 Bec ker St., Belen, NM 87002

FEATURED SPEAKER
MARC SIMMONS

Marc  Simmons is an independent sc hola r and
author who has pub lished  45 books on New
Mexic o history.  Among them a re the titles in
his p rize-winning Child ren of the West series,
eac h one rela ting  the true story of a  heroic
youngster on the frontier.  His fourth grade
soc ia l stud ies book, New Mexic o!, was first
pub lished  in 1984 and  has been through
severa l ed itions.

Simmons’s writing , resea rc h, and  lec turing
have foc used  on Spanish c olonia l New
Mexic o, the Santa  Fe Tra il, and  the life and
times of Kit Carson.  Another of his spec ia l
interests is El Camino Rea l.

Early in his c a reer, he worked  as a  horseshoer
and  apprentic ed  with noted  b lac ksmith Frank
Turley of Santa  Fe.  Together they pub lished
the standard  Southwestern Colonia l Ironwork:
the Spanish Blac ksmithing  Trad ition.

For 35 yea rs Simmons has written a  weekly
history c olumn tha t has appeared  in va rious
reg iona l newspapers.  In 1993 King Juan
Carlos of Spa in admitted  him to the knightly
Order of Isabel la  Ca tólic a  for his c ontributions
to Spanish c olonia l history.

Free and open to the public .  Refreshments provided.

http :/ / www.belenfriends.org


